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Book Reviews

The Great Sioux War 1876-77: The Best from "Montana The Magazine of Western
History." Edited by Paul L. Hedren. (Helena: Montana Historical Society Press,
1991. xxi + 293 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, index. $27.50 cloth, $11.95
paper.)
Cynics tend to dismiss Custer scholarship as an oxymoron. The myths
surrounding the flamboyant cavalry commander and the seemingly endless
fascination for apportioning blame for his defeat and death at the hands of
Sioux and Cheyenne warriors have obscured the larger canvas on which the
fateful events on the Little Big Horn River occurred. Paul Hedren's skillful
compilation of articles on the Sioux War of 1876-77, gleaned from the pages
of Montana magazine, is a useful reminder of the broad sweep of Indian warfare
on the northern plains. It is also a tribute to the scholarly excellence and popular
appeal of the widely acclaimed publication of the Montana Historical Society.
Hedren, who has published extensively on military aspects of the Sioux
War, alerts his audience up front that he aims to do more than just assemble
another "Custer reader." Instead, he focuses on the larger picture, emphasizing
background and effects and illuminating important sidelights to the army campaign. His purpose, he tells us, is to "reinvigorate spirited discussions of the
causes, successes and tragedies of the greatest of American Indian wars"
(p. xi), to pull together these sometimes hard-to-find articles in a convenient
package, and simply to provide scholars and buffs with some stimulating
reading. He succeeds on all counts.
The fifteen essays assembled here date from Edgar L. Stewart's "Major
Brisbin's Relief of Fort Pease" (1956) to Paul Andrew Hutton's "Phil Sheridan's
Frontier" (1988) and cover the full four decades of Montana's publishing history.
Twelve of the selections have appeared since 1970 and reflect to some degree
the efforts of scholars to examine nonmilitary aspects of the Indian wars and
to place events on the military frontier in their broader national setting. Contributions by Hutton, Robert Athearn, Brian Dippie, Michael Malone and Richard Roeder, William Lass, Robert Utley, and Hedren himself are important
examples of the so-called "new" military history. If pioneering articles by Stewart and Don Rickey today seem slightly myopic in their narrow focus on campaign details, they nonetheless represent some of the best scholarship of their
day and are helpful yardsticks for measuring the evolution of military scholarship.
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Ultimately, the usefulness of any anthology rests squarely on the shoulders
of its editor. Hedren sounds the right note in an insightful introduction in
which he provides a succinct overview of events and sharply etched portraits
of the principal protagonists on both sides. It is part of the search for balance,
a theme that he returns to repeatedly in the brief synopses that precede each
of the book's four thematic sections: prelude, campaigning, sidelights, and
aftermath. Because of his considerable talents as a historian and an editor, the
whole adds up to something more than the mere sum of its parts, which, of
course, is as it should be.
Fortunately for researchers, but sadly for the compilers of anthologies,
scholarship is an ongoing process. My only regret is that The Great Sioux War
went to press before Paul Hutton's excellent article on Custer in film appeared
in the Winter 1991 issue of Montana. Perhaps we will see it in a second edition.
Bruce J. Dinges
Arizona Historical Society

Practicing Law in Frontier California. By Gordon Morris Bakken. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1991. xvii + 192 pp. Illustrations, table, notes,
bibliography, index. $35.00.)
In Practicing Law in Frontier California, Gordon Morris Bakken, an established and prolific scholar of frontier law, has written a brief, useful, but
perhaps controversial account of California's legal profession during the second
half of the nineteenth century. Following the trail established by John Phillip
Reid in Law for the Elephant, he argues that pioneers accepted-indeed demanded-the rule of law, with its traditional insistence on property rights,
personal responsibility for criminal acts, and swift and sure justice. From this
point of view, law was the glue that held society together, and attorneys acted
as welcome agents of civilization. Bakken completely rejects "critical legal stud, ies" that insist that law should be seen as an ideology imposed by the capitalist
class for its own benefit. But his own belief also requires that he take some
controversial positions, especially concerning the relation of California vigilantes and the legal system. Given. that Californians expected the rule of law,
Bakken argues, vigilantism in the mining camps, far from representing class,
ethnic, or partisan concerns, was simply an attempt to establish timely and
reliable justice. Due process was respected to a remarkable extent. Lawyers
and courts, rather than opposing the goals of vigilantism, strove to make the
movement unnecessary by establishing trustworthy legal systems. Thus shared
values--not, as most recent scholars have argued, cultural conflicts--lay at the
root of the vigilance episodes.
In order to elucidate Bakken's argument, I have exaggerated the importance of vigilantes to his study. The bulk of the work discusses the place of
attorneys in evolving California society. Classically trained men who had read
Blackstone in a law office gave way to law-school-trained specialists. Debt
collection as a lawyer's primary activity gave way to real estate litigation. Small
town lawyers, supplementing their income by office holding or journalism,
became more and more unlike their urban counterparts, who increasingly
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worked in large law firms, directly serving specific corporate interests. And
by 1900, attorneys were an integral part of the state's business and social lifeas well they might be, having helped to shape institutions that served it. I
have reservations about Bakken's treatment of the vigilantes, but this book
has much of value to say about law and lawyers in Anglo California.
Ralph Mann
University of Colorado

The Custer Reader. Edited by Paul Andrew Hutton. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1992. xiv + 585 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography,
index. $40.00.)
With the recent name change of Custer Battlefield National Monument to
Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument and the pending erection of an
Indian memorial there, public interest in George Armstrong Custer is at an
all-time high. This is reflected in the plethora of books, articles, television
movies, and artwork about the yellow-haired cavalryman whose demise in
1876 provokes unending debate. There are those who see in Custer manifestations of a changing American culture. Others' interest in American history
begins and ends with this intriguing mortal whose existence has focused their
lives.
This compilation by Paul Andrew Hutton will satisfy all drawn by the
mystique of Custeriana. The Custer Reader is an indispensable reference, a
potpourri of the best writings on its subject drawn from a wide array of sources.
The book is divided into four sections: The Civil War, The Indian Wars, The
Little Bighorn, and The Custer Myth. The selections in each run from the
purely narrative to the higl;t.ly interpretive. The fonner includes Civil anq Indians wars memoirs by Custer himself, an Indian reminiscence of the tittle
Bighorn, and classic renditions of the 1876 battle by Edward S. Godfrey and
Charles King. The latter includes significant offerings penned expressly for
this volume by historians Robert M. Utley ("The Little Big Horn"), Brian W.
Dippie ("Custer: The Indian Fighter"), and Gregory J. W. Urwin ("Custer: The
Civil War Years"), as well as a personal reminiscence by artist Eric von Schmidt.
In addition, Indian wars enthusiasts and reenactors will find much of interest
in James S. Hutchins' "The· Cavalry Campaign Outfit at the Little Big Horn."
Accompanying each section is a photographic essay with carefully chosen
illustrations and insightfully written captions.
Perhaps the most illuminating section is that exploring The Custer Myth,
wherein six articles consider elements of the Little Bighorn as they survive in
art, literature, culture, and the American psyche. Authors Hutton ("From Little
Bighorn to Little Big Man: The Changing Image of a Western Hero in Popular
Culture"), Dippie ("Jack Crabb and the Sole Survivors of Custer's Last Stand"),
and Bruce A. Rosenberg ("Custer: The Legend of the Martyred Hero in America"), in particular, present perspectives that afford a fitting conclusion to this
comprehensive volume.
Equally noteworthy are the fine sectional introductions by compiler and
contributor Hutton, particularly his strong bibliographical essay on Custer and
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his era that ends with an admitted~y subjective Top Ten List of Custer books.
In sum, The Custer Reader is a veritable treasure trove of important Custeriana
and the best compilation on its subject ever to appear. It is, moreover, an ideal
companion to Robert M. Utley's 1988 biography, Cavalier in Buckskin: George
Armstrong Custer and the Western Military Frontier.
Jerome A. Greene
National Park Service

Southwest Native American Arts and Material Culture: A Guide to Research. By Nancy
J. Parezo, Ruth M. Perry, and Rebecca Allen. (New York: Garland Publishing,
1991. xviii + 1506 pp. Bibliography, indexes. 2 vols. $165.00.)
There should be a special place in heaven for bibliographers. They patiently
sift through library entries spending many hours of tedium for the benefit of
colleagues and students. Without such work any scholarship would be more
time consuming and good scholarship all but impossible within the time limits
normally available to those doing research.
The best test for a bibliography is to use it. There was one surprise lacuna
that was not noted in its introductory pages, but was briefly discussed by the
authors later, i.e., no prehistoric material culture is included. Although there
is a previously published bibliography on southwestern archaeology, the inclusion of at least selective entries would make this work more broadly useful
to those scholars whose work ranges over both periods.
The categories for the subdivisions of the bibliography are especially clear
and well defined. As a museum curator, I know how difficult and important
it is to place an object in the most logical category and to get more than three
people to agree on just what that should be. For instance, toys are defined
and-examples listed-and it is noted that games are in a separate category. All
very clear as to what is and is not covered. Thus someone investigating Yuman
games would look under tribe and category and in this case find two numbers
that refer to bibliographic references in the body of the work. Thus an obscure
topic is made fully accessible.
As the title indicates this is intended as a guide to research on southwestern
Native American material culture as well as a straightforward bibliography of
the subject. Solid advice is given to the student on how to begin a research
project. The other bibliographic tools already being in place, those journals
that usually have pertinent articles and some of the basic survey books on
each area are also listed. Especially helpful are the brief descriptions of each
ethnic group with older variations or alternate spellings of their names included.
This work is an excellent guide for the beginning student in the field as
well as a useful tool for those more advanced, although the high price of the
work will probably restrict its purchase to college and museum libraries and
a few scholars. In graduate school I remember a familiar adage imparted to us
by an old German art histbrian to the effect that if knowledge is power, a good
bibliography is the key to that power. In a field less extensively researched
and written about than Italian Renaissance painting or the campaigns of Na-
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poleon this bibliography, especially given its scope and size, is indeed, a key
that will unlock much information for years to come. Even though expensive,
serious students in the field would be well advised to add Southwest Native
American Arts and Materiill Culture to their libraries.
Marian E. Rodee
University of New Mexico

Winged Words: American Indian Writers Speak. By Laura Cotelli. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990. ix + 211 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography.
$22.50.)
American and Canadian Indian literature has emerged from a marginal
category to a more centra! place in modem literary genres, and includes a full
range of poets, playwrights, short story writers, and novelists. Laura Cotelli,
a professor of American literature at the University of Pisa, interviews Paula
Gunn Allen, Louise Erdrich, Michael Dorris, Joy Harjo, Linda Hogan, N. Scott
Momaday, Simon Ortiz, Wendy Rose, Leslie Marmon Silko, Gerald Vizenor,
and James Welch. This group represents the most prolific and popular of North
American Indian writers. They have enjoyed considerable critical acclaim.
In Cotelli's words, the purposes of the interviews, "cluster in three groups:
the first concerns peculiarities inherent in Native American literature; the second pertains to the writer and his readership; the third focuses on the writer
and his work" (p. 3). Cotelli recognizes that particular themes also run a course
through the interviews. Is there a loss in the passage from oral to written forms
of expression, "whether the two share a common source, and what they share"
(p. 3). Are there common sources in Native American literature that are' the
very origin of American literature embedded in its landscape? Cotelli sought
themes that, in her words, were "deeply rooted i.n the past, as well as in
contemporary social realities, Native American literature portrays characters
in 'quest of a modem identity" (p.3). Issues of appropriation and voice reverberate in the language of the interviews as the basis of each individual's
writing is examined.
Cotelli presents each interview (Michael Dorris and Louise Erdrich are
interviewed as a writing team) with an opening introduction that gives context
to the writer with a biographical summary and the setting and starting point
for the interview. Cotelli fails, however, to indicate in the text of the interview
where any editorial attention was given or reorganization made. In all the
interviews the conversations are presented as whole discourse units, making
it unclear whether refinements were added by the interviewer/editor. It is
unfortunate that Cotelli's attention to detail and context in all other ways is
missing in this area where annotati~n would be helpful.
This collection of writers speaking about their work demonstrates the
influences upon each, self-reflection about how they write, and sources for
particular features and creations in their repertoires. Cotelli incluqes notes
with specific references mentioned in each interview and a selected bibliography of major works by each writer.
Winged Words is a readable and engaging explanation of the significant
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strides being made in Native American literature. It can be both the road map
for the neophyte who seeks to listen to these voices for the first time, and an
exegesis for the avid student of this genre who seeks to understand the formative influences in process and content in the works of these writers. This
volume is one of the first of its kind and contributes necessary and important
literary criticism to the field of Native American literature while presenting
systematically many autobiographical insights.
David Reed Miller
Saskatchewan Indian Federated College
University of Regina

One-Room School: Teaching in 1930s Western Oklahoma. By Donna M. Stephens.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xvi + 173 pp. Illustrations,
map, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95.)
One-Room School is a brief look at two facets of life in Depression-Era
Oklahoma, both teaching in the 1930s and dealing with the effects of the Great
Depression. The reader observes the era through the eyes of Helen Hussman
Morris, from her childhood through six years of teaching while taking summer
college classes and her eventual marriage to C. A. Morris, another teacher.
Helen Morris appears typical of many young women in the 1930s who began
a career immediately after completing high school and who worked at their
profession for only a few years before quitting to raise a family. Morris' story
is not, however, an unimportant one, for her experiences are significant in
their typicality.
With a starting salary of $80.00 per month, Morris began her teaching
career at the age of nineteen, just a few months after graduating from high
school. The. author explains in her preface that teaching experiences sixty years
ago parallel many of the experiences of today's teachers, and she shows many
of the problems teachers encountered in the 1930s, including low salaries, long
hours of record keeping, dealing with a variety of student personalities, and
applying college education courses to unique classroom situations. Even more'
worthwhile reading, however, are the stories of problems faced by teachers,
parents, and students alike who lived in western Oklahoma during the Depression. The reader learns of the decrease in state aid to county schools, the
resulting cut in teachers' salaries, and the growing number of farms that were
put on the auction block. The bleakness of the Depression is further demonstrated by reminiscences of soup made daily from the small contributions of
students and the first home of the newly wed Morrises, a nine-by-twelve-foot
tent with a wooden floor.
While Helen Morris did not have a lengthy teaching career, this glimpse
into her experiences in rural Oklahoma give the reader an idea of the challenges
facing teachers of another generation and of what life was like for those living
during the Depression.
If the reader is looking for an in-depth volume on the ramifications of the
economy on the 1930s' educational system, then One-Room School is not the
book to choose. It is recommended for educational historians or those who
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would enjoy a well-written, personal account of life in the 1930s. This slim
volume is easy to read and includes several photographs of the schools and
students that both Helen and C. A. Morris taught.
Judith Boyce DeMark
Albuquerque Technical- Vocational Institute

Life and Labor on the Border: Working People of Northeastern Sonora, Mexico, 18861986. By Josiah McC. Heyman. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1991. xiii
+ 247 pp. Maps, charts, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $40.00.)
Para los habitantes del noreste de Sonora la vida y el trabajo en el presente
siglo han estado marcados por una secuencia que, esquematicamente, podria
trazarse asi: en primer lugar, el transito de la vida rural al trabajo asalariado
en las minas; la crisis de las grandes minas en los aftos treinta; y un periodo
de transici6n con oportunidades variadas que va hasta los aftos sesenta. A
partir de los sesenta, la industria maquiladora introduce un nuevo patr6n de
vida y trabajo asalariados.
Sin embargo, este esquema simple cobra una riqueza inusitada cuando se
aftaden dos elementos: por una parte, las oportunidades y condicionamientos
de la frontera, segun los avatares econ6micos y de acuerdo con el marco juridico
en vigor; por otra parte, es preciso tener en cuenta las decisiones de los individuos, de las familias y de las redes establecidas en ese territorio.
Josiah Heyman capta este proceso fronterizo basandose en el seguimiento
de la trayectoria de vida y trabajo de seis familias establecidas en Agua Prieta,
Sonora. Las "coyunturas clave" explicaran muchas de las decisiones de estas
familias que buscaban en la frontera una oportunidad de mejorar su existencia.
"EI metodo de coyunturas clave enlaza el nivel macrohist6rico con el nivel
etnografico." Por ello, los grandes acontecimientos---<:omo la Gran Depresi6nno imponen un unico curso a los destinos individuales 0 colectivos.
Heyman se apoya en una s6lida documentaci6n hist6rica para detallar las
caracteristicas de la "vida asalariada" de las minas sonorenses y de Arizona.
Hasta antes de la Gran Depresi6n la apertura de la frontera permitia una gran
flexibilidad en la busqueda de empleos. Las regulaciones posteriores dan estabilidad a quienes tienen perrniso y sujetan a las vicisitudes del "mercado
secundario" a los que cruzan ilegalmente. Es el transito de la "cross-border
family" a la "border balance family" a la que Ie llega el dinero de Estados
Unidos pero la vida se desarrolla en Mexico.
EI genero tambien es importante en la vida de los fronterizos. La mujer
tiene en muchas ocasiones un papel tan activo como el hombre. Primero, como
viudas de mineros que tienen" rahacer econ6micamente una familia; en una
segunda etapa hist6rica cuando las mujeres se incorporan a las maquiladoras
desde los aftos sesenta. En ambas fases su "nueva" vida material con objetos
de consumo estadunidenses--maquinas de coser, hornos--juega un papel importante en sus trayectorias.
Del minucioso analisis de Heyman surge una clase obrera heterogenea con
variadas estrategias de sobrevivencia en diferentes periodos de la historia fron-
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teriza del noreste de Sonora. EI Iibro deshace las verdades simples sobre la
desigualdad aunque este elemento sigue siendo un factor clave en la frontera.
Alfredo Hualde
£1 Colegio de la Frontera Norte

Vanishing Lobo: The Mexican Wolf and the Southwest. By James c. Burbank. (Boulder: Johnson Publishing Co., 1990. xii + 208 pp. Illustrations, map, index.
$18.95.)
"Grand old outlaw, hero of a thousand lawless raids, in a few minutes
you will be but a great load of carrion. It cannot be otherwise." Thus did Ernest
Thompson Seton express his mixed admiration and contempt for old Lobo,
the fallen King Wolf of the Currumpaw, as he at last lay snared in the traps.
In writing his account of that experience, Seton summed up the feelings the
average Anglo-American had toward the wolf at that time, especially the cowboys and ranchers of northeastern New Mexico among whom Seton worked
as a hired wolfer in 1893-94. Sinc~ then, Lobo and his albino mate, Blanca,
and the story of their tragic demise have come to symbolize the eventual
extermination of the wolf from most of the American ranges and wilderness
areas altogether.
Were he still living today, Seton would have found another kindred spirit
in James c. Burbank. A free-lance writer and journalist specializing, among
other things, in environmental issues, Burbank has become involved by degrees in the international efforts to save the Mexican wolf from extinction. In
Vanishing Lobo, he narrates his own personal story of that involvement, along
with the history and folklore, dating back to ancient and medieval times,
concerning western man's paradoxical views of the wolf from a pagan demigod
to a symbolic denizen of evil. Burbank's inclusion of wolf folklore from the
Navajo, Pueblo, and other southwestern Indian tribes further illustrates his
growing passion for the wolf as his symbolic "kinsman," a view remarkably
similar to Seton's.
Essentially, the reader is presented with not only the historical, religious,
mythological, and psychological aspects of "wolf lore," but also with the changing concepts of wildlife conservation from the early days of Seton, Stokely
Ligon, and Aldo Leopold to the present. Burbank's primary focus, of course,
is on the southwestern mountain and desert areas of Arizona, New Mexico,
West Texas, and northern Mexico where the Mexican wolf once ranged in fairly
large numbers before relentless hunting by ranchers and bountY hunters brought
it to the verge of extinction. Scientific reports of wolf behavior, based on the
findings of various recent biologists and wildlife managers are also laced into
the narrative, as are the difficulties faced by various private, state, and national
organizations dedicated to the preservation of the species. Pros and cons of
raising and breeding Mexican wolves in captivity are discussed in detail. The
author's own impatience with government bureaucracy and red tape, plus the
ranchers' staunch opposition to the reintroduction of wolves into the wild, is
clearly reflected.
Although Burbank tends to ramble in spots, his main theme of wolf pres-
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ervation serves to hold his divergent topics together. Truly, this is a book that
natural scientists, ethnologists, environmentalists, and historians alike will find
to be of interest. While he carefully deals with diverse viewpoints concerning
the image of the wolf, Burbank's gradual conversion to the modem environmentalist attitude is vividly shown. "Let the wolves run free," he states, "for
in their freedom and the beauty and strangeness of their ways lies their value-mysterious, immutable, and beyond human comprehension." Such a cosmic
belief in man's limitations in the natural world would have, indeed, been
lauded by Seton.
H. Allen Anderson
Texas Tech University

J.

C. Nichols and the Shaping of Kansas City: Innovation in Planned Residential
Communities. By William S. Worley. (Columbia: University of Missouri Press,
1990. xxv + 324 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, bibliography, index. $29.50.)

With increasing interest in the history of suburban America in the twentieth century, this well-researched, well-written, well-illustrated account of the
life and work of Jessie Clyde Nichols is welcome. An important innovator in
the development of planned residential communities, J. C. Nichols foresaw
the desirability on the part of many Americans to secure for themselves a piece
of the suburban dream in its most inviting setting. The many Americans who
have lived among the more attractive subdivisions and shopping centers of
metropolitan America owe a debt to the creativity of J. C. Nichols.
The entrepreneurial Nichols, one of the most influential land developers
in the first half of the twentieth century, operated in the Kansas City, Missouri,
metropolitan area, and his neighborhoods left an enduring legacy in thafarea;
the Country Club District, the place to live in Kansas City in the 1920s, remained
in the 1980s the place in Kansas City to live. In 1923, Nichols and his firm
developed the regional Country Club Plaza, the first of many shopping centers
built in anticipation of increased automobile use. In the 1980s, the Country
Club Plaza remained the place to shop in Kansas City. Known throughout the
nation, the builder's subdivisions and shopping centers influenced the design
and development of major residential and commercial areas throughout the
United States, as well as in Kansas City. This book is a biography of Nichols,
but it is also a study of a firm that was deeply involved in the city building
process. The author pays needed attention to the means of land subdivision
and subdivision construction in and out of Kansas City, subjects largely ignored
by historians. Nichols and his company integrated two kinds of developmentland and construction-into a unified form that set the pace for future planned
residential communities.
Nichols attracted the wealthy and influential to his neighborhoods and he
retained them by planning for permanence. Homeowners' associations, deed
restrictions, a wide range of clubs, organizations, and activities encourged a
sense of community and identity. While enforcing restrictions, Nichols protected property values, but he also ."hardened the segregated nature of the
residential city" (p. 155). Worley points out that homeowners' associations and
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deed restrictions were around before Nichols arrived, but Nichols' use of them
was unprecedented. Racial prejudice and mean income influenced residential
patterns in Kansas City as they did elsewhere; Nichols gave his buyers what
they wanted.
The author, a teacher of history and political science at Eastern New Mexico
University, calls Nichols a "city builder without parallel in his time" (p. 305).
Worley's book is a very'interesting and informative contribution to the history
of metropolitan America, and it should reach a wide audience.
Brad Luckingham
Arizona State University

A Most Singular Country: A History of Occupation in the Big Bend. By Arthur R.
Gomez. (Charles Redd Center for Western Studies: Brigham Young University,
1990. x + 241 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $14.95 paper.)
Arthur Gomez offers us a pleasurable and accurate history of the Big Bend
region, clearly one of the most isolated and little-changed spaces in the United
States. Gomez covers Indian occupancy, albeit briefly, then expands his focus
with Spanish exploration, Mexican occupation, and finally, American possession. Besides the military and political maneuverings over the decades, the
author highlights the primary economic activities of mining and cattle raising.
Perhaps the most admirable feature of Gomez' treatment is his use of
Mexican sources. In many works Mexico is relegated to explanatory footnotes
or a paragraph or two, but not with Gomez. The past of both nations intertwined on the border, and working out solutions often involved hostile feelings
and, occasionally, violence. The Big Bend country is truly a bicultural region
and Gomez never loses sight of that fact.
There are in this reviewer's estimate, two shortcomings in the book. Whether
they should be directed toward Gomez or the National Park Service, which
evidently gave direction for this work, is uncertain. In any case, the book
misses an opportunity by its failure to find any binding thesis that would have
given local minutiae more significance. The story of the Big Bend country lends
itself easily to themes of both cultural and environmental history, and it is
unfortunate that little effort is made to connect fact to historical theory. The
value of such a work should be greater than the sum of its parts. As it stands
the book will be of special interest to local readers, but it will be of limited
value elsewhere.
Also questionable was the decision to terminate this history of the Big
Bend country with the establishment of the national park in 1944. In the last
page (p. 191) Gomez states that "in the long term, the Park Service made the
most longstanding contribution to the region's final settlement," but we are
left to guess just what that contribution might be. Significant issues regarding
Park Service control go unexplored, creating a void in our understanding of
Big Bend National Park today.
In summary, the author has researched and written a very competent
history of the Big Bend country. He has consulted both American and Mexican
sources and made good use of secondary material. It should be warmly re-
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ceived. However, the lack of a conceptual framework and the decision not to
explore more contemporary issues are two weaknesses that limit A Most Singular Country's contribution to cultural and environmental history.
Robert W. Righter
University of Texas at EI Paso

Plains Folk II: The Romance of the Landscape. By Jim Hoy and Tom Isem. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xiii + 202 pp. Illustrations, map, indexes.
$19.95.)
About halfway through Plains Folk II, Tom Isem gives us a sentence that
pretty well sums up the dynamic of the book: "We maintain that there is such
a thing as a culture of the Great Plains, a set of attitudes and ways distinctive
of the broad region stretching from Texas to Saskatchewan" (p. 138). Plains
Folk II is a collection of short ruminations, originally written as weekly newspaper columns, that like its predecessor collection, Plains Folk, deals with the
people (mostly Euro-American), the animals (mostly domestic), the climate,
and the vegetation of the Great Plains-particularly that great cattle pasture,
the Flint Hills of Kansas---and how all the elements come together to create
their elusive culture. Both Jim and Tom are storytellers, Jim a ranch boy and
Tom a farm boy, who have grown up (sort of) to become university professors
and to travel around the Plains looking at stuff and talking to guys (well,
mostly to guys).
The book is organized around several topics, and sometimes two or three
essays are strung together in a discussion of some topic that requires more
than a thousand words. Thus the collection begins with folklore (mostly contemporary), moves on to animals (mules to gophers to carp), foods (perhaps
the best venue for watching cultures evolve and coalesce), games (including
and especially rodeo), and ends with two more metaphysically ordered groupings, "Hard Life in a Hard Country" and "Monuments, Ruins, and Junk." This
last had me cruising around the neighborhood looking at silos, mostly abandoned.
The essays are a lot of fun to read, colloquial and friendly, full of genuine
characters, both the two-legged and four-legged varieties. Although there is
a good deal of nostalgia, the authors ride it as if it were a pet bucking horse.
In the very first essay Jim Hoy writes: "It seems that every generation of
cowboys (except the very first, who didn't even know that they were cowboys)
has thought that it missed the Golden Age and that the last of the real cowboys
died out a decade or so earlier" (p. 5). The essays in this book show that the
real cowboys and other real plains folk keep on coming, throughout the region.
Frances W. Kaye
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
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Pikes Peak Vision: The Broadmoor Art Academy, 1919-1945. (Colorado Springs Fine
Arts Center, 1989. 196 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliographies. $27.50
paper.)
In 1989 the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center (CSFAC) opened Pikes Peak
Vision: The Broadmoor Art Academy, 1919-1945 to document "a golden era of art
and culture in Colorado Springs" (p. 11). From Colorado Spdngs the exhibit
traveled to museums in Midland, Texas; Knoxville, Tennessee; and Neenah,
Wisconsin, ending at the Wichita, Kansas, Art Museum in January 1991. Accompanying the exhibition, this catalog recounts the history of the Broadmoor
Art Academy (the predecessor of the CSFAC) during the developmental period
from 1919 to 1945.
The academy began when Spencer Penrose, famed for building the Broadmoor Hotel, and his wife, Julie, donated their home to found the institution.
Soon the Colorado Springs art instructors and students were painting mountain panoramas, mining ghost towns and cemeteries, plains ranching scenes,
and other subjects inspired by the varied landscape. In 1935 the name of the
academy was changed to the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center, and the next
year a new building designed by New Mexico architect John Gaw Meem was
dedicated. By the mid-1940s, however, the nature-based, realistic style favored
by academy artists was no longer in vogue, and the institution adopted the
"Bauhaus-derived agenda" of the Chicago Institute of Design (p. 149).
In a detailed, well-annotated essay, guest curators Stanley Cuba and Elizabeth Cunningham tell the story of the academy using published and archival
sources as well as interviews. Illustrations include works by academy artists
in both black and white and color, while a section of artists' biographies and
an exhibition checklist round out the catalog. An epilogue summarizing the
history of the CSFAC from 1945 to the present would have been a welcome
addition; as it is, the reader is left with many unanswered questions about
events of the last four decades. Nonetheless, Pikes Peak Vision amply demonstrates the contributions of the artists who created what sculptor Lorado Taft
in 1924 called a "little capital of culture" (p. 19).
Maxine Benson
Denver, Colorado

Oleander Odyssey: The Kempners of Galveston, Texas, 1854-1980s. By Harold M.
Hyman. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1990. xxii + 486 pp.
lllustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $39.95.)
For nearly four decades Harold M. Hyman has been recognized as a major
historian of the Constitution and of the legal history of the mid-nineteenth
century. He and his graduate students have substantially revised our views of
the constitutional history of the era of the Civil War and Reconstruction. Hyman has made a significant shift in focus with this multigenerational study of
the Kempner family of Galveston, Texas. The volume reflects the hallmarks of
his previous scholarship; it is clearly and carefully written, thoroughly researched, and cogently argued. Oleander Odyssey is a major cO!1tribution to
business, urban, and Jewish history and to the history of the Southwest.
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The Kempner dynasty in Texas began .shortly after 1854 when Harris
Kempner arrived at Ellis Island, a refugee from rampant pogroms and the
threat of conscription into the Czar's army. After a few' years as a manual
laborer in New York City, Kempner took his savings and migrated to East
Texas, where he became an itinerant peddler. Joining the Confederate army,
he established deep .ties to his adopted state. After the end of hostilities, he
became a cotton factor and .wholesaler. Relocating to Galveston, Kempner
prospered, becoming a prominent figure in the community. By the time of his
death in 1894, the Kempners had been accepted by the gentile leadership of
Galveston Island and had become major figures in that community's relatively
large Jewish population.
Ike Kempner succeeded his father as head of the family enterprises, which
soon included banking, insurance, real estate, and, most importantly, sugar.
The Kempners' acquired plantations at Sugar Land, Texas, created a "model"
company town, and formed Imperial Sugar Company, a major national supplier. Under the tutelage of Ike Kempner, family members accepted I1umerous
civic responsibilities, sometimes as officeholders, and following the "Great
Storm" of 1900 they spearheaded reform ~ Galveston. The commission form
of government, the funding for the seawall, and the reconstruction of the
wharves all bore the stamp of the Kempners. This close-knit family operated
a huge conglomerate long before that word was coined. Their wealth was used
to improve the quality of life in the city and the state, to support widespread
public and private charities, and before 1917 to encourage the migration of
Jews from Eastern and Central Europe to the Southwest through the Galveston
Movement. Even into the 1980s, members of the family continued to live in
Galveston and great-grandsons served in various Kempner enterprises.
Like the oleanders referred to in the book's title, the Kempners flourished
on Galveston Island. Hyman has told their story with both their blessing and
their support. Unlike some other dynastic families in the United States, the
Kempners have retained familial loyalties, though not without stress, and have
remained honored in their home country.
Keith L. Bryant, Jr.
The University of Akron

Cowboy Spurs and Their Makers. By Jane Pattie. (College Station: Texas A&M
University Press, 1991. xvii + 172 pp. Illustrations, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $39.95.)
In recent years, cowboy spurs and bridle bits, like other pieces of western
horse gear, have become highly valued collector's items. There is a real need
for information-packed historical source books for the buff and the collector.
Books like Randy Steffen's, The Horse Soldier, 1776-1943 (1975-1979), cover
military gear. Lee M. Rice and Glenn R. Vemam's They Saddled the West (1975),
and Russel H. Beattie's Saddles (1981) cover saddles and saddlemakers.
Over the years a good many articles have appeared in Western Horseman
and elsewhere on spurs and bits, but until now there has been no readily
available book on the subject. While it is not the last word, Cowboy Spurs and
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Their Makers is an excellent introduction. It outlines the history of the cowboy"
spur, gives biographies of the leading artisans, identifies their distinctive marks
and styles, and offers a list of other spur makers. The book is beautifully
illustrated with examples of the work of several leading makers.
Jane Pattie began collecting spurs and gathering information about the
makers as a teenager in Texas and in the Flint Hills cattle country of Kansas.
Later she sought out the major collectors and talked with the old-time artisans
still at work over the forge and anvil. She dug out makers' catalogs and what
records could be found in libraries and archives. The resulting book is a compilation of these many years of gatherings. It includes a foreword by Don
Worcester, a historical introduction by B. Byron Price of the National Cowboy
Hall of Fame, and a chapter recording a visit with contemporary spur maker
Jerry Lindley, of Weatherford, Texas. One of the many curious facts Pattie
discusses is that, while most of the makers were also blacksmiths who repaired
wagons and shoed horses, two of the most important of them mass-produced
spurs in the East. These were August Buermann Manufacturing Company of
Newark, New Jersey; and North and Judd Manufacturing Company of New
Britain and, later, Middletown, Connecticut.
"The spurs used by cowboys in Texas and elsewhere in the Southwest
were more than tools of their trade," Pattie writes. "They were works of artskilfully made items that showed the craftsmanship of their makers as well as
their wearers' skill and sense of professionalism." Like his hat, his saddle, and
his boots, the cowhand's spurs, besides being necessities for his work, became
important symbols of his skill and style. Any would-be collector of spurs, or
student interested in the American cowboy's love of stylish gear will need to
'read Pattie's new book.
David Remley
Pinos Altos, New Mexico

The Tourist in Yosemite, 1855-1985. By Stanford E. Demars. (Salt Lake City:
University of Utah Press, 1991. vii + 168 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, index.
$19.95.)
In celebration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the National Park Service,
it is highly appropriate that a study of tourism in Yosemite National Park be
published in 1991. With increasing pressure to serve more people and, at the
same time, enhance the "wilderness" experience of visitors, the National Park
Service walks a tightrope among different and competing constituencies. In
this narrow but rich study, Stanford Demars examines Yosemite exclusively
from the vantage of tourism. The result is a historical case study of one national
park that provides a mirror of the pressures, problems, and issues central" to
America's national wilderness debate. The discovery and development of Yosemite is chronicled in a clear and engaging narrative, with special attention
placed upon transportation (especially the automobile) and its impact on tourist
behavior.
.
Demars, professor of geography at Rhode Island College, takes great pains
to place his analysis of tourism within the cultural, social, and political mores
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of given time periods. For example, he demonstrates that the leisure class of
the late nineteenth century was responsible for much of the protection offered
to Yosemite, even though such visitors demanded grand hotels, golf courses,
tennis courts, and fine restaurants. Throughout the book, Demars endorses
the assumption that "wilderness" is a human concept and can only be judged
by the definitions offered by society. He rejects the notion that one "wilderness"
experience somehow takes precedence over another, that backpacking and
hiking are "superior" to staying in a park hotel or touring in a bus. In his
conclusion, Demars worries that the National Park Service may be leaning too
far toward one view of wilderness and thus neglecting the "average person"
who visits Yosemite. He challenges Park Service officials to recognize that all
Americans who visit national parks, regardless of their wilderness expertise,
deserve respect and attention.
The major contribution of this volume to environmental and Western
American history lies not in an additional study of Yosemite itself, but instead
in the dynamie relationship detailed among tourists, government agencies,
and societal opinion leaders. In this respect, Demars challenges others who
write about the American wilderness to carefully examine the multiple social,
economic, and political forces that shape policymaking and the public lands,
especially the fifty national parks that serve millions of Americans each year.
Brant Short
Idaho State University

Resort City in the Sunbelt: Las Vegas, 1930-1970. By Eugene P. Moehring. (Reno:
University of Nevada Press, 1989. xii + 329 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables,
appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $26.95.)
A midwesterner flying into Las Vegas, as this reviewer did recently, will
notice a seeming contradiction: an essentially barren and generally brown
landscape punctuated by a large number of sparkling blue swimming pools.
The incongruity has a history, of course, and Eugene Moehring has done a
workmanlike job explaining where the water came from to fill all those pools
and why the people who use them immigrated to southern Nevada. He also
explains a great deal more, and well enough that this volume can be recommended to any library or individual building a collection in American urban
or southwestern history.
Moehring's focus is the mid-twentieth century, 1930 to 1970, though a
prologue arid epilogue extend the story before and after those dates. Like so
many other western cities, Las Vegas' "takeoff" was p'ropelled by government
dollars. "The Federal Trigger," as Moehring aptly calls it, began with the construction of nearby Hoover Dam and continued with World War II and Cold
War defense spending. Concurrent with the beginning of the dam, however,
came legalization of gambling in the state, a crucial event in the development
of the city's "recreational economy." The creation of "The Strip" during the
postwar decade, and its remarkable growth in subsequent years, sparked a
population boom (the metropolitan area went from 48,000 in 1950 to 460,000
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in 1980) and the emergence of a resort city that the author compares with
Miami Beach and Honolulu.
Moehring's largely topical treatment includes thoughtful chapters on the
administrative fragmentation of the metropolitan area (unlike, say, Phoenix,
Las Vegas has been unable to annex its neighbors); on the expansion of civil
rights, especially in the casino industry; on the city's mostly futile attempts at
economic diversification; and on the physical processes of city-building. There
are some minor shortcomings. When it comes to assessing the effects of casino
gambling on the city's development, for example, the author seems to want
it both ways. He argues that "past assumptions about the town's exceptionalism are largely unfounded" and that Las Vegas "has exhibited many political
and economic tendencies" of other Sunbelt cities (p. xi); on the other hand,
"casino gambling has made the Las Vegas story somewhat unique [sic]" (p.
260). And while the book does not ignore the issue of organized crime's presence in this gambling mecca, the discussion of it is brief and superficial. Still,
for anyone who wants a solid history of Las Vegas, one that goes beyond the
neon glitter, this volume is now the place to start.
Robert G. Barrows
Indiana University

Living Life's Circle: Mescalero Apache Cosmovision. By Claire R. Farrer. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1991. xiii + 274 pp. Illustrations,
map, charts, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
Claire R. Farrer's unique contribution to the study of Apachean culture
provides an excellent discussion of the relationship between ethnoastronomy
and the base metaphor in the Apache world view. The author's goal is to
elaborate on the "religious and philosophical systems" found in Apache astronomy, which in tum reflect behaviors and ideals in action. This work is the
result of a reciprocal relationship between the author and her major informant,
the late Bernard Second.
Although trained in the Western world as an anthropologist, Farrer experiences her initiation into the realm of Apache world view under the guidance of Bernard Second, heeding his constant'reminder to "pay attention."
Utilizing the creation narrative of the Mescalero Apaches, the author extracts
the base metaphor (the "living circle") to examine the philosophy behind how
"all [life] is intimately tied to directionality ... is dependent upon a quadripartite view of reality ... [and] is circular-thus leading back to balance and
harmony" (p. 30).
Farrer moves on to discuss how the base metaphor influences contemporary everyday life of the Mescalero people(s). Tribal meetings, speeches,
meals, education, and gender relations are all affected by the "living circle."
The maintenance of harmony and order is dramatized ritually in the annual
summer puberty ceremonial for girls. Incorporating the concept of "chiaism,"
the author explains how "The Shadow and The Real World" are traversed by
certairt participants of this sacred ceremony.
Farrer's book marks a change in the way anthropological works have been
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done by non-Indians. In the past, most scholars have tended to disregard
native people's lives and the worlds they examine. As a "fictive" family member
with the acknowledgment of the Tribal Council and and Chairman Wendell
Chino, Farrer offers a lasting contribution to the preserved knowledge of such
a religious individual as Bernard Second.
Frederick Myles Martinez
University of New Mexico

Western Rivermen, 1763-1861: Ohio and Mississippi Boatmen and the Myth of the
Alligator Horse. By Michael Allen. (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University,
1990. xiii + 261 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, appendix, bibliography, index.
$25.00.)
Who were the men who worked on the Ohio and Mississippi rivers from
1763 to 1861, and why does folklore about their activities diverge so far from
reality? In answering the first question, the author contributes greatly to our
understanding of life in the early West. Although suggestive, his resolution
of the paradox between reality and symbol will require further testing.
Allen reconstructs the boatmen's lives through an imaginative use of manuscript and published firsthand accounts; census, court, and other government
records; and newspapers and documents in repositories throughout the Mississippi river drainage. Before 1823, the most common river workers were
young, marginal, single males from various ethnic groups attracted by the
comparatively high wages they earned. Because they sailed mostly during the
winter and spring months, inclement weather, exposure, disease, snags, and
treacherous currents in the rivers challenged their endurance and threatened
their lives. When not at the complete mercy of the elements, they coped with
the rigors of their jobs by "swearing, smoking, gambling, drinking, fighting,
and promiscuity" (p. 111). Many relocated in Louisiana or elsewhere after their
trek; those who went north along the Natchez Trace faced ordeals similar to
those they encountered on their trip downriver.
By the 1820s, steamboats and the maturation of society in the Old Northwest changed the lives of the rivermen in important ways. Most flatboatmen
were British-descended, Ohio Valley males in their mid-twenties who had a
home to which they returned by steamboat. Wages continued to be comparatively high; but in contrast to their earlier mates, rivermen ate better, lived
in quarters, and consequently enjoyed healthier, duller lives. Now, they saved
the money they earned and coped with the tedium by writing letters filled
with the pain of separation from loved ones; arguing about politics; joining
temperance societies and churches; and reading myths about the exploits of
Mike Fink and other "Alligator Horses."
In studying the Alligator Horse stories (boatmen had to have amphibious
capabilities and great strength to do their jobs), Allen suggests that these myths
'proliferated in the age of the steamboat because of "the tensions and frustrations of the turbulent Jacksonian epoch" (p. 216). According to the author, as
industrialization and improved transportation regularized people's lives in
cities and on the farms, a literature based upon the mythical adventures of
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mobile, free, violent, versatile, and romantic characters became increasingly
appealing. Perhaps similar arguments have been made for the cowboy as alter
ego for job-bound factory workers and urban dwellers in the Gilded Age.
But before myth and reality merge for the Mississippi boatmen as they
have for cowboys, it seems important to dwell a while longer on how strikingly
the rivermen's lives reflect the movement of society from frontier to community. Though less interesting than the Alligator Horses, the western rivermen
are far more important in understanding the development of the American
West, and Allen's book belongs as much on reading lists for western history
as for the early republic or for American folklore:
Ronald L. Hatzenbuehler
Idaho State University

Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever: History of a Twentieth-Century Disease. By Victoria
A. Harden. (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1990. xvi + 375 pp.
Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $39.50.)
As the nineteenth century ended, a virulent infectious disease emerged
in the Bitterroot Valley of western Montana. Eventually denominated Rocky
Mountain Spotted Fever from the location of its initial identification and its
most obvious symptom, this malady soon gained notice from the Pacific Northwest to northern New Mexico. In her discussion of this disease, Victoria A.
Harden has contributed a carefully researched and well-written monograph
that provides historians of medicine and historians of the West with equally
valuable insights.
Research on Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever paralleled important contemporary advances in medicine and the development of public health awareness.
Recognizing tick bites as the common denominator in spotted fever cases,
researchers attempted to identify the organism that caused the disease through
the tick vector. Before his death in 1910, pathologist Howard Taylor Ricketts
showed the bacterial origin of spotted fever (the organism was later named
Rickettsia ricketsii in his honor) and confirmed 'that a specific tick transmitted
the disease. Efforts to eliminate the fever failed, however, at least in part
because of the ongoing clash between physicians and entomologists at both
the state and federal level. The lack of cooperation and coordination became
particularly evident in 1913, when the U.S. Public Health Service and the U.S.
Bureau of Entomology "solved" their differences by dividing tick control efforts
along an arbitrary geographical line.
Despite difficulties, bright spots appeared. During the 1920s, a complex
procedure of grinding disease-carrying ticks into an appropriate solution led
to a reasonably successful vaccine that was improved during the next decade.
A cure for the disease, however, continued to elude researchers, who had no
success with the period's "wonder drugs," sulfa and penicillin. The development of chloramphenicol and tetracyclines soon provided effective antibiotic
therapy for spotted fever, but minimized support for research. A dramatic
increase in spotted fever cases in the 1970s revived research and led to im-
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provements in vaccines and diagnostic tools that prevented the disease from
reemerging as a serious threat to public health.
Based on various official publications from state and federal agencies,
participants' personal records, numerous oral interviews, and standard published sources, Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever describes clearly the uneasy alliance'
among medicine, science, and government. Equally important, Harden's monograph provides valuable information concerning a frequently neglected aspect
of the history of the twentieth-century West. Science and medicine have played
crucial roles in defining the region and have only recently gained an appropriate place in the historiography.
George E. Webb
Tennessee Technological University

Hollywood Beauty: Linda Darnell and the American Dream. By Ronald L. Davis.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1991. xv + 216 pp. Illustrations,
bibliography, index. $19.95.)
Texans brag about the products of their state, including their -beautiful
women. To do so in the case of the subject of this biography, Linda Darnell,
seems appropriate, even to the point of characterizing women as a "product"
or a commodity. Ronald L. Davis' biography of Darnell deals with a person
who is real enough, yet one who did not have the opportunity to chart her
own life until too many decisions had been made for her by a domineering
mother or men whom she allowed to manipulate her.
Davis wrote this book because he happened to live and work in Dallas,
Darnell's residence before the Hollywood Dream became a reality and then a
nightmare for her; because he continually met people who remembered her;
and because he became director of the oral history program at SMU and decided
that Darnell would be an appropriate subject. His examination of her preHollywood past produced the story of the unusual family of Roy and Pearl
Darnell. Darnell, a postman and sportsman, apparently cared for little else
besides his job and his avocations. Certainly as presented here, he allowed
Pearl's ambitions to actualize her own frustrated desire to become an entertainer through one of her children. Just which one did not ~ter, but since
Monetta (Linda) was the most beautiful, the obligation fell ~pon. her. So Roy
tolerated Pearl's tantrums and domination of the family to eain'a little,peace,
but her story, as that of her daughter, did not resu.!t in the proverbial "happy
ending" usually provided by Hollywood.
Pearl enrolled Monetta in various classes to prepare her for a show business
career about the time the child could walk and talk. Beauty of face and eventually of body, and some talent, carried her to victory in local amateur competitions and earned her notice by Hollywood talent scout Ivan Kahn by the
time she was fourteen. Her age, plus her mother's medd.ling, put off a contract
with Twentieth Century-Fox for one year, but "beauty" could not be denied,
so at age fifteen Monetta became a starlet known as Linda. Darryl F. Zanuck
masterminded her development into a movie star, if not an actress, something
she did become by the time her movie career was about to end. It was all
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manipulation; even her third picture, Star Dust (1940), was a semiautobiographical movie about Monetta's discovery and transformation into Linda Darnell, American beauty and movie star.
Darnell's manipulation by her mother and Zanuck led to marriages and
various romances, usually with men much older, more powerful, or wealthier
than she, and before the end of her life in a fire in the home of a friend, to a
fierce alcoholism. She became an internationally known movie star but was a
has-been by her thirtieth birthday. Possessing no skill capable of earning her
and an adopted daughter a living except her fame and her continuing good
looks, she managed to live on both by acting in regional playhouses and
European movies until the time of her death.
Davis' treatment of Linda Darnell is sympathetic, but not overly sentimental. He seeks to understand and interpret the forces that produced the star
and destroyed the person, and tells the story realistically but with restraint
and quite obvious respect for the feelings of Darnell's family and friends who
survived her. In other words, this is not a National Enquirer expose; it is a
biography. Although the material each presents may be much the same, the
difference is in the technique of presentation, and in this case the author found
the superior formula.
As expected, there is a generous section of photos of Darnell and friends
and family, and filmography. Equally important, Davis has included an annotated essay on "Sources" that provides evidence of much research. One
might ask, then, is Linda Darnell worthy of so much research? As an actress
she would be well down the list of those the world has judged accomplished,
even if she did occupy a higher estimation as a Hollywood star and box-office
commodity. Still, Davis has written about more than an actress or a star; he
has written about the "dream" of ordinary people to rise above their ordinariness and, like Cinderella, "live happily ever after." For Monetta, the story was
more Forever Amber, and the ending seemed never to be happy.
Archie P. McDonald
Stephen F. Austin State University

Book Notes

The Horse Soldier, 1776-1943: The United States Cavalryman: His Uniforms,
Accoutrements, and Equipments; Volume II, The Frontier, the Mexican War,
the Civil War, the Indian Wars 1851-1880. By Randy Steffen. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1992. xiii + 215 pp. Illustrations, index.
$35.00 paper.) Paperback reprint.
The Horse Soldier, 1776-1943: The United States Cavalryman: His Uniforms,
Accoutrements, and Equipments; Volume III, The Last of the Indian Wars, the
Spanish-American War, the Brink of the Great War 1881-1916. By Randy
Steffen. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1992. xiii + 268 pp.
Illustrations, tables, index. $35.00 paper.) Paperback reprint.
There Still Are Buffalo. By Ann Nolan Clark. (Santa Fe: Ancient City
Press, 1992. 50 pp. Illustrations. $8.95 paper.) Children's book depicting
the life of a buffalo.
New Directions in American Indian History. Edited by Colin G. Calloway.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1992. x + 262 pp. Charts,
table, notes, index. $13.95 paper.) Paperback printing of the 1988 edition.
American Indian Policy in the Twentieth Century. Edited by Vine Deloria,
Jr. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1992.265 pp. Chart, tables,
notes, index. $12.95 paper.) Reprint of 1985 edition.
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The American Indian as Slaveholder and Secessionist. By Annie Heloise
Abel. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1992. 394 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $12.95 paper.)
Paperback reprint of the 1915 edition with a new introduction by Theda
Perdue and Michael D. Green.
The American Indian in the Civil War, 1862-1865. By Annie Heloise Abel.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1992.403 pp.Illustrations, map,
appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $12.95 paper.) Paperback reprint
of the 1919 edition with a new introduction by Theda Perdue and
Michael D. Green.
Llantarnam. By Muriel Maddox. (Santa Fe, New Mexico: Sunstone Press,
1992. 337 pp. $16.95 paper.) Contemporary novel.
Historical Atlas of the American West. By Warren A. Beck and Ynez D.
Haase. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1992. ix + 200 pp.
Maps, chart, table, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $18.95 paper.)
First paperback printing of 1989 edition.
Colorado's War on Militant Unionism: James H. Peabody and the Western
Federation of Miners. By George G. Suggs, Jr. (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1991. 242 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index.
$14.95 paper.) Reprint of 1972 edition.
Fire in North American Tallgrass Prairies. Edited by Scott L. Collins and
Linda L. Wallace. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xii
+ 175 pp.Illustrations, map, tables, charts, bibliography, index. $14.95
paper.) Edited volume of papers presented at a 1987 symposium sponsored by the Ecological Sodety of America and the Botany Sodety of
America.
Miss O'Keeffe. By Christine Taylor Patten and Alvaro Cardona-Hine.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1992.201 pp. $16.95.)
Lincoln County Diary. By B. Duane Whitlow. (Santa Fe, New Mexico:
Sandstone Press, 1991. 249 pp. Map. $14.95 paper.) First edition.
Frontiersman: Abner Blackburn's Narrative. Edited by Will Bagley. (Salt
Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1992. xxi + 309 pp. Illustrations,
maps, notes, bibliography, index. $27.50.)
Whatever Happened to Billy the Kid? By Helen Airy. (Santa Fe, New
Mexico: Sunstone Press, 1993. 175 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes. $12.95
paper.) Alternative argument about the fate of Billy the Kid.
They Saw the Elephant: Women in the California Gold Rush. By Jo Ann Levy.
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(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1992. xxii + 265 pp. Illustrations, map, bibliography, index. $12.95 paper.) Paperback reprint.

Changing Military Patterns of the Great Plains Indians: (17th Century through
Early 19th Century). By Frank Raymond Secoy. (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1992. xvii + 112 pp. Maps, appendix, notes, bibliography. $7.95 paper.) Reprint of 1953 edition.
Rank afJd Warfare Among the Plains Indians. By Bernard Mishkin. (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1992. xv + 65 pp. Appendix, notes,
bibliography. $6.95 paper.) Reprint of 1940 edition with a new introduction by Morris W. Foster.'
Afield with J. Frank Dobie: Tales of Critters, Campfires, and the Hunting Trail.
Edited by Neil B. Carmony. (Silver City, New Mexico: High-Lonesome
Books, 1992. 266 pp. Illustrations. $20.00 cloth, $11.95 paper.)
The Travels of Jedediah Smith: A Documentary Outline Including the Journal
of the Great American Pathfinder. By Maurice S. Sullivan. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1992. 195 pp. Illustrations, notes, index.
$9.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1934 edition.
The Cattle-Trailing Industry: Between Supply and Demand, 1S66-iS90. By ,.
Jimmy M. Skaggs. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1991. x +
173 pp. Illustrations, map, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $12.95
paper.) Paperback reprint of the 1973 edition with a new introduction
by the author.
Gila Monster: Fact and Folklore of America's Aztec Lizard. By David E.
Brown and Neil B. Carmony. (Silver City, New Mexico: High-Lonesome
Books, 1991. ii + 127 pp. Illustrations, maps, chart, bibliography. $8.95
paper.)
Letters of Mari Sandoz. Edited by Helen Winter Stauffer. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1992. xxxiii + 493 pp. Notes, bibliography,
indexes. $60.00.) First edition, with an introduction by the editor.
Glittering Misery: Dependents of the Indian Fighting Army. By Patricia Y.
Stallard. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1992. 159 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $11.95 paper.) Paperback reprint
of the 1978 edition with a new foreword by Oarlis A. Miller.
Symbol and Conquest: Public Ritual and Drama in Santa Fe. By Ronald L.
Grimes. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1992. 281 pp.
Illustrations, map, table, appendixes, bibliography, index. $16.95 pa.per.) Reprint of the 1976 edition.
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The Gentlemen in the White Hats: Dramatic Episodes in the History of the
Texas Rangers. By C. L. Douglas. (Austin, Texas: State House Press,
1992. xi + 210 pp. Illustrations, index. $24.95 cloth, $16.95 paper.)
The First Koshare. By Alicia Otis. (Santa Fe, New Mexico: Sunstone
Press, 1990. 128 pp. Illustrations. $8.95 paper.)
La Tierra Amarilla: Its History, Architecture, and Cultural Landscape. By
Chris Wilson and David Kammer. (Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico
Press, 1989. xii + 121 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes. $17.50 paper.)
Reprint of the 1989 edition, originally published under the title Community and Continuity:' The History, Architecture and Cultural Landscape of
Tierra Amarilla.
Indian Pottery of the Southwest: A Selected Bibliography. By Marcia Muth.
(Santa Fe, New Mexico: Sunstone Press, 1990. 32 pp. Illustrations,
bibliography. $6.95 paper.) First edition.
The Cherokees: A Population History. By Russell Thornton. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1992. xvi + 237 pp. Illustrations, maps,
chart, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $11.95 paper.) Reprint of 1990
edition.
Expansion and American Indian Policy, 1783-1812. By Reginald Horsman.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1992. ix + 209 pp. Notes,
bibliography, index. $10.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1967 edition with a
new preface by the author.
Little Britches: Father and I Were Ranchers. By Ralph Moody. (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1991. 260 pp. Illustrations. $9.95 paper.)
Reprint of 1950 edition.
The Hawk Is Hungry & Other Stories. By 0' Arcy McNickle. Edited by
Birgit Hans. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1992. xx + 179 pp.
Notes. $45.00 cloth, $18.95 paper.) New anthology of stories by McNickle.

